
 

Climate change: Health risks mount while Nero fiddles

   
   
   
Abstract:

The IPCC's latest assessment highlights risks, ethical challenges and planning needs. The climate has long
been considered beyond human control, other than through sacrifice and prayer. In modern times, there has
been little interest in studying climatic influences on human health, disease and mortality. We can reduce
cigarette smoking and make workplaces safer, but we cannot change the climate. Or so we thought. Now,
with the advent of human-driven climate change, we need to know how climatic conditions affect health.
The section of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Fifth Assessment Report on
“impacts, adaptation and vulnerability” was released on 31 March this year. The chapter on human health,
as for other sector-specific chapters, comprises a comprehensive, externally peer-reviewed assessment of
all relevant scientific literature by an expert international author team.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.5694/mja14.00307   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
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 Adaptation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Policy/Opinion

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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